
LONDON LETTER.
Suffocated by a Cat.

An inquest was held in London recently on a child aged one
month, who was put to bed at mid-day by a relative. Half
an hour later, when she went into the room, she found the
cat lying curled up on the child's face. On removing the cat
she found that the child was dead. Medical evidence showed
that death was due to suffocation and the opinion was ex¬

pressed that it was due to gradual deprivation of air. It was
not supposed that the cat lay on the child's face, but that
it was too close to the child and that its fur prevented the
child from breathing. The weight of the cat on the infant's
chest probably materially assisted in bringing about a fatal
termination. The case shows the danger of allowing children
to make bedfellows of animals.

Infants Smothered in Bed.
In 1901 1,538 deaths of infants in England and Wales were

due to being smothered in bed, and no fewer than 500 of these
occurred in London. In 1903 the figure rose to 1,629, of which
600 occurred in London. Dr. Waldo, the coroner for the city
of London, said that in his experience few of the cases were
due to drunkenness of the parents, but rather to the ignor¬
ance or carelessness of the mothers, who did not realize the
need of cots. Mr. Butcher, a Lancashire coroner, says that
it is probably owing to affection that parents wish to have
children in bed with them. He has laid it down as a rule that
whenever children die from this cause he will order a post¬
mortem examination. By this means he hopes to stop the
practice.

Infant Murders by Children.
From time to time the country is shocked by the murder

of infants by very young children. A recent ease which oc¬
curred at the Liverpool Working Hospital, shows the danger
of leaving infants alone with young children. An infant aged
nine months was left asleep in a convalescent ward which con¬
tained a number of older children. The nurse was absent for
a few minutes and on returning found the infant choking
with a piece of bread in her mouth and a scratched and swollen
face. A lad aged 5 years had put the bread in her mouth
and covered her face with his jacket "for fun." He had also
kicked her. Meningitis and pneumonia supervened and death
occurred after some days. Nothing abnormal was noticed
about the boy who committed the crime and he left the coro¬
ner's court in charge of his parents. According to English
law, a child under the age of 7 years is considered incapable
of committing a crime. If between the age of 7 and 14 it is
left to the jury to decide whether or not the offender is con¬
scious of wrongdoing.

Miscellany
Simple Treatment of Hemorrhoids.—It is strange, says the

Medical Standard, how often patients with big thrombotic
piles are sent away from physicians' offices with prescriptions
for ointments which seldom relieve them, when it is so e'asy
to inject a little cocain, to split the pile, to turn out the clot
and to send the patient home rejoicing.

Avoid Wood Alcohol.—It is always and everywhere danger¬
ous, and there is no warrant for its use or sale for purposes
other than as a fuel. The harm it works is generally irreme¬
diable, and if it be not used at all, no vain regrets will follow.
If physician and druggist will wait on the sanction of author¬
ity before employing it, it will soon pass from the market
except for use as a fuel.—Medical Summary.

Meat Eating.—In the consumption of meat the United
States heads all nations. The enormous quantity of 11,000,-
000,000 pounds of meat—147 pounds to each person—is used
here yearly. Of this amount, 5,000,000,000 pounds are beef,
4,000,000,000 pork, and 800,000,000 mutton. Great Britain
stands next, with nearly one-third less—100 pounds per in¬
habitant. Norway uses 80 pounds; France, 77; Spain, 70;
Germany, 64; Switzerland, 02; Belgium, 61; Austro-Hungary,
60; Russia, Portugal, and the Netherlands, 50 pounds each;
Italy, 24 pounds.—Good Health.

The Model Physician.—"Dr. McCormack outlined the work
of a model medical society and drew a picture of the model
physician, who, he declared, should be the cleanest man in the

community, physically and morally; whose home life should
be above reproach and an example to his clientele; who, as the
representative of his profession, should be well and neatly
dressed; whose income should be commensurate with the
preparation involved and the sacrifices he must make if he is
true to the traditions of his calling."—From the report of an
address in the Johnstown (Pa.) Daily Tribune.

A Medical Law for Alaska.—Efforts will be made at the
next session of Congress to secure the passage of a measure,
providing for a medical law for Alaska. At present there is no
law whatever regulating the practice of medicine in our greatnorthwestern territory. . . . The people of Alaska are
entitled to such protection as a good medical law will fur¬
nish them—just as much entitled to it as those of any of the
states of the Union. There is no reason why a charlatan,with no education or experience, should be allowed to go there
among our fellow citizens and risk the lives and health of the
people, any more than it should be allowed in the other terri¬
tories or states of the Union.—Medical Sentinel.

Malpractice Two Hundred Years Ago.—A French exchangestates that a book published at Amsterdam in 1785 relates
that a surgeon opened an artery by mistake in doing venesec¬
tion on a wealthy patient. She succumbed not long after to
the effects of this blunder, but in her will she left the surgeon
a small yearly pension "not only to comfort him, but so that
he could live the rest of his life without doing venesection
any more." A similar occurrence is related in the Journal
Encyclopédique of Jan. 5, 1772: A Polish princess had had
the same experience, and added a clause to her will expressing
her forgiveness and leaving the surgeon a small pension to
indemnify him for the "loss of reputation that may follow my
sad catastrophe." The article is headed: "Other Times,
Other Manners," referring to the recent damage suits for com¬
paratively trifling injuries.

Dried Lizards for Chinese Medicine.—The. Board of United
States General Appraisers at New York had before them, in
the matter of protests 138, 283, etc., of Song Chong and others,
the question of how dried lizards should be classified for duty.
The lizards, dressed and dried, stretched on pieces of bamboo,
were imported in pairs, supposed to be a male and female,
bound together. It was stated that they were prescribed, to¬
gether with herbs, by Chinese physicians, the lizards and
herbs being cooked together and the broth administered to
the patient as a tonic. After consideration, the board is of
the opinion that the lizards were not used as medicine, but as
one of the ingredients to be cooked with herbs to make a medi¬
cine, and that, therefore, notwithstanding they have for many
years been classified for duty as Chinese medicine, they are
really dutiable as non-enumerated unmanufactured articles.

Parathyroid Treatment for Eclampsia.—Professor Vassale of
Modena has been applying in therapeutics the extract of the
parathyroid glands. He has found the active principle of the
parathyroid glands remarkably efficient in the treatment of
puerperal eclampsia. The relations between the thyroid gland
and pregnancy have long been studied, and it proved a great
disappointment when thyroid treatment failed to display ap¬
preciable efficacy in the treatment of puerperal eclampsia.
Vassale has taken up the study again, but uses the extract of
the parathyroid glands alone. At the Italian Congress 'of
Gynecology, last year, an experimental study was presented
on "Thyroparathyroid Insufficiency and Eclampsia," which
supplied ari experimental foundation for parathyroid treat¬
ment. Pestalozza urges its trial on a large scale in the treat¬
ment of eclampsia. His editorial on the subject is in the
Ginecologia for Feb. 28, 1905.

Prognosis of Diabetes.—Lagrange writes to the February
Revue des Mal. de la Nutrition that if diabetics will practice
moderation in all things and cultivate a tranquil mind, the
great majority will live the usual span of life and many will
surpass it. He has known many diabetics whose urine con¬
tained sugar up to the eighties. He knows of a certain gen¬
tleman who became diabetic at 50 and died at 91, without
ever having restricted himself to any special diet or other
measures, except his invariably daily long walk. There are
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probably legions of other diabetics, he adds, who grow old
placidly, unaware of their glycosuria, as they never happened
to have their urine examined. The prognosis, therefore, of
what is called essential diabetes, that is, not due to some or¬

ganic lesion, is not so grave as is generally supposed, pro¬
vided the individual shields himself a little more carefully
than the common run of mankind from the accidental causes
of disease.

Embalming of Mummies.—The Semaine Médicale states
that the last number of the Revue des deux Mondes contains
an article from Professor Lortet of Lyons describing recent
discoveries in respect to the embalming of mummies. More
than seventy yards of cloth about twelve inches wide were

used in wrapping a mummy. This cloth was impregnated
with a resinous alkaline solution, to which he attributes the
preservation of the tissues. Ten large jars, carefully stop¬
pered, full of a yellowish powder, have been found in a tomb
near Thebes. The powder has been analyzed and found to con¬
tain an aromatic resinous substance and a large proportion of
sodium salts, with some sand and clay. The ingredients of
the resinous substance have been further recognized. It is
evidently an extract of various aromatic substances, myrrh
predominating. Cloth dipped in water in which some of this
powder was dissolved presents the same appearance and odor
as the cloth in which mummies are wrapped.

Lead Poisoning from Wall Papers During Pregnancy.—Le-
four reports the case of a woman, seven months pregnant, who
was seized with abdominal pain supposed to be related to her
condition. Her husband suffered in the same way, and was
advised to have his appendix removed. During an absence
from home of some weeks all symptoms subsided, but on her
return they reappeared. A miscarriage had already taken
place in similar circumstances. A slight blue line was seen
on the gums and the wall paper was suspected. The paper
of the bedroom contained 23 gr. of lead per square meter, and
the papers of two other rooms smaller amounts. On chang¬
ing the paper and under appropriate treatment the symptoms
were relieved. A living child was born at the eighth month,
and though delicate seemed likely to live. Lefour examined
eleven samples of wall paper taken at random and found nine
to contain lead and the other two copper. The quantity of
lead varied from 18 to 119 gr. per square meter, the larger
amounts being in velvet papers.—Jour, de Med. et de Chir.
Prat.

Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fever in Tropical Countries.—
Marchoux was sent to Senegal on a scientific mission in 1896,
and made a special study of these diseases. In an article
in the Revista Med.-Cir. do Brazil, xiii, No. 1, he states that
he found typhoid fever, as it occurs in temperate climates,
extremely rare in Senegal. Its place is taken by the para¬
typhoid infections, and they are usually mild. When typhoid
fever is imported it generally assumes a very severe form. In
one epidemic from imported typhoid there were 35 deaths
among the 170 typhoid patients in the hospital. The para¬
typhoid affections are very common in tropical countries, and
probably include the pseudo-typhoid fevers, the "continuous
malarial" fevers and the "mountain typhoid" observed in Bra¬
zil. The success of copious irrigation of the intestines in all
these affections seems to confirm their intestinal origin, and
that the large rather than the small intestine is involved.
He was unable to detect any connection between these affec¬
tions and the drinking water, but in the epidemic of typhoid
above mentioned the water-borne source of infection was

clearly evident and demonstrated that prophylaxis of typhoid
can be effectually realized in the tropics as well as elsewhere.

Not Cured by Eddyism.—Dr. Guest, in a recent discussion be¬
fore the Louisville Medical and Surgical Society, reported in
the American Practitioner and Neivs, made the following re¬

port to show the part psychology may play in the treatment of
hay-fever: "I have a brother-in-law who suffers every sum¬

mer with hay-fever. He has a relative who believes in Christ¬
ian Science. She told him that she felt positive that she could
direct him to a woman, a Christian Scientist, who could cure

him. He at first objected because he hated to go to a woman

phvsician. He arranged, however, to communicate with her

daily by letter. When his hay-fever broke out he suffered
with it all that day and night, and the next morning wrote
her a note telling her to put him on treatment immediately.
When he returned that night he felt improved and slept better.
He wrote his second note next morning, and was much en¬

couraged. The third day he repeated his letter writing, and
stated that the symptoms had almost ceased. The running
from the nose had practically ceased, the discharges from
the eyes had ceased, and he was guying me about being cured
by a Christian Scientist when regular physicians could do
nothing for it. The night of the third day, when he came
home to supper, he found a note from the Christian Scientist,
stating that she had been in the country, and would put him
under treatment the next day. Realizing that all his treat¬
ment had been only in his imagination, the symptoms reap¬
peared with the same intensity as before. The day following
he made arrangements to leave the city for the summer."

Verification of Death.—The injection of a stain into the
tissues will decide the question of actual or apparent death
with absolute certainty. If the blood is circulating to the
slightest extent, the stain will spread throughout the sys¬
tem, while in case of actual death the stains remain localized
at the point of the injection. Icard uses fluorescin, and years
of experience have confirmed its complete reliability. About 2
gm. or 30 grains of fluorescein, that is, 10 c.c. (3iiss) of a 20
per cent, alkaline solution of the stain are more than suffi¬
cient to determine the persistence of life in case of merely
apparent death. The injection had better be made in the epi¬
gastrium or in the flank and the body covered and treated as
if still alive. At the end of two hours, if the mucosœ have not
turned yellow and the conjunctivas green, the possibility of
persisting life must be abandoned. Icard urges that the bottle
of the stain and the syringe should be kept in a box, in charge
of the head nurse, to be handed to the interne when he comes
to verify the disease. He should make the injection and sign
a printed certificate to that effect, mentioning also the other
signs of death. The head nurse should sign the certificate be¬
low, two hours later, certifying that she had inspected the
corpse before it was carried to the morgue, and noted that it
was cold and that the mucosse Avere not yellow and the eyes
not green. Icard pleads that these certificates and the fluores¬
cein test should be required as a matter of course in all hos¬
pitals. After two hours of negative response, the necropsy
can be undertaken without waiting for signs of putrefaction
to appear. Icard has been publishing a series of articles in
the latest Archives Générales de Médecine on the necessity for
more scientific verification of deaths, with the above sugges¬
tions for the technic. In a pamphlet recently published he
urges the use of this simple and convenient test on the battle¬
field, as the wounded, in collapse of shock and exhaustion,
might be readily assumed to be actually dead and be buried
forthwith.

The Great White Plague.—Dr. John B. Huber of New York
City, in Popular Science Monthly, says : It is with a very real
sense of melancholy that one contemplates the long, death-
roll of those of the world's great men and women who have
succumbed untimely to the tubercle bacillus, which is and
has been through countless generations by far the most potent
of all death-dealing agencies. Had it not been for this de¬
testable parasite, Bastien Le Page might have given us an¬

other Joan-of-Arc to feast our eyes on; Rachel might for
many years have continued to permeate the spirits of her
audiences with the divine fire that was in her. Our navy did
well enough in the 1812 war, as all the world knows; but
what a rip-roaring time there would have been if John Paul
Jones had lived to take a hand in it. We might be reading
some more of Stephen Crane's splendid war stories; we might
have had some more of Robert Louis Stevenson's delicious
lace-work; Schiller might have given us another Song of the
Bells; we might have taken another Sentimental Journey
with Laurence Sterne; Henry Cuyler Bunner might have con¬
tinued to delight us, and to touch our hearts; John Keats
might have given us another "Endymion." Had the tubercle
bacillus permitted. Nevin might have vouchsafed u« another
"Rosary;" von Weber another "Euryanthe Overture;" Chopin
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might have dreamed another "First Polonaise;" and the ten¬
der flute notes of Sidney Lanier might even now be heard.
Maria Constantinovna Bashkirtseff, Zavier Bichat, John God-
man, Rene Théophile Hyacinth Laennac, Henry Purcell, John
Sterling, Henry Timrod, Artemus AVard, Henry Kirke White,
Henry David Thoreau, Baruch Spinoza—such names as these
are but a moiety among those of the world's nobility, whose
precious lives were cut off in thei rprime by the "Great White
Plague."

Food and Feeding.—Few things can be more curious than
the change which has been passing over the public mind, in
the course of the last few years, with reference to food and
feeding. Much has been made from time to time of the ten¬
dency to glorify intoxication which rollicks through the pages
of Dickens, while it has to some extent escaped notice that
his types of character are, as a rule, quite as much given to
over-eating as to over-drinking; and that the meals at Manor
Farm are as much in evidence as the beverages. Underlying
the whole fabric of his fiction is an assured belief that to
eat a great deal of food is an action not only meritorious in
itself, but certain to be rewarded by good health, high moral
tone, and enhanced physical vigor; and it is not too much to
say that these were the prevailing convictions of the time in
which he lived. The late Sir Henry Thompson, in the inter¬
esting volume on "Food and Feeding," which has now passed
through many editions, was among the first to insist forcibly
on the fact that the amount of food consumed should be di¬
minished in advancing life; and Prof. Clifford Allbutt has
lately written to the Times, on his return from a tour in
America, to say that wholly new ideas about 'diet are begin¬
ning to prevail there, and that American men of science have
obtained demonstration of the fact that all food in excess of
the actual requirements of the body is a source of weakness
instead of a source of strength; nervous force which might be
better employed being consumed in its partial digestion and
in its ultimate removal from the system. He tells us that
this is especially true of nitrogenous material, while hydro¬
carbons can be burnt off in respiration with comparative facil¬
ity. It would almost seem as if Nature, in attaching pleas¬
ure to the consumption of food, had carried her precautions
against starvation to e'xcess, and had ignored the risks inci¬
dental to repletion. An inquest was held a week or two
since on an omnibus driver who died suddenly after an
enormous meal of pork chops, and from no other discoverable
cause' than gastric distension by food and flatulence which ar¬

rested the action of a feeble heart.—Critic and Guide.
Poisonous Honey.—In the New Zealand Medical Journal

for April Dr. E. D. Aubin has described the symptoms of
honey poisoning observed in that country, principally in
Maoris. As the poison is derived from plants visited by the
bees, the symptoms of honey poisoning vary in different coun¬
tries. In New Zealand only wild honey appears to cause

poisoning. The source of the poison is thought to be the yel¬
low flowers of a cress-like plant, the "whauriki," which grows
chiefly in swamps. Three modes of onset of symptoms were

observed—"gastric," "nervous" and "cerebral." In the gastric
form giddiness and nausea are followed by severe and persist¬
ent vomiting, which may last off and on for two days. There
usually is some abdominal pain. Apparently no irritant action
is exerted on the bowels, for diarrhea was never observed.
In the' nervous mode of onset there are symptoms of irrita¬
tion of the peripheral nerves—muscular tenderness and pains,
and numbness in the arms and legs. Such symptoms are

observed in the earlier stages of peripheral neuritis and in
mussel poisoning. The cerebral mode of onset is illustrated
by the case of a Maori who dropped down in a fit and became
unconscious, and fits recurred at intervals. Delirium may be
the first symptom. In severe cases the gastric, nervous and
cerebral symptoms are usually combined, one set predominat¬
ing. The characteristic symptom of honey poisoning is the
epileptiform attack. It differs in no way from an ordinary
epileptic fit and may be preceded by a cry. After the attack
the patient may be quiet and may sleep or may be restless
and delirious. In severe cases the fits recur and the patient is
unconscious between them. In some eases a condition resem¬

bling the status epilepticus is induced and may be fatal.

Association News

THE PORTLAND SESSION.
Good Weather and a Fairly Large Attendance at the Fifty-

Sixth Annual Session.
[By Special Telegram from Portland.]

The weather is perfect, warm and clear. The attendance is
large, the registration on Monday and Tuesday totaled 1,416.

[Note: The total registration at Atlantic City in 1900
was 2019; at St. Paul in 1901, 1,806; at Saratoga in 1902,
1,425; at New Orleans in 1903, 1,993; at Atlantic City in
1904, 2,890.\p=m-\Ed.]

The President's Address.
The first General Meeting was held Tuesday, July 11, at

11 a. m., in the Armory of the Oregon National Guard. The
retiring president, Dr. John H. Musser, Philadelphia, called
the meeting to order and made an introductory address. Ad-
dresses of welcome were delivered by Hon. M. C. George,
representing the state of Oregon; Dr. Harry Lane, mayor of
the city of Portland, and Dr. George F. Wilson, representing
the Oregon State Medical Society. Dr. Lewis S. McMurtry,
Louisville, Ky., president of the association, gave his address
on "The American Medical Association; Its Origin, Progress
and Purpose," which is printed in full on pages 145-149 of this
issue.

House of Delegates.
The first meeting of the House of Delegates was called to

order at 10 a. m., Monday, July 10. After organization and
preparation of the list of delegates in attendance, various
committees were appointed, and then formal business was

begun. The detailed minutes will be published next week.

Officers Elected.
[By Telegram Thursday.]

The following officers were elected:
[The President for 1905-6 is Dr. L. S. McMurtry, Louisville;

Ky., elected in 1904.]
President-Elect, Dr. William J. Mayo, Rochester, Minn.
First Vice-President, Surgeon-General Walter Wyman, Washing¬

ton, D. C.
Second Vice-President, Dr. K. A. J. Mackenzie, Portland, Ore.
Third Vice-President, Dr. Eugene S. Talbot, Chicago.
Fourth Vice-President, Dr. Edwin D. Martin, New Orleans.
General Secretary, Dr. George H. Simmons, Chicago.
Treasurer, Dr. Frank Billings, Chicago.

Yeast in Tuberculosis\p=m-\AClaim to Priority.
Buffalo, N. Y., July 3, 1905.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ina recent article by Huggard and Mar-
land, in the Lancet, June 3, 1905, the action of yeast in tuber-
culosis and its influence on the opsonic index, they state that
they have made observations on the influence, if any, of yeast,
taken internally, on tuberculosis. They selected cases, chronic
in nature, in which the patient had either "stuck in the mud"
or was losing ground. A number of cases which were going
downhill were also included in the observation. The results
in some cases were striking, in others encouraging, in others
almost nil. "In most cases the downward course either be-
came less rapid or was arrested, and the stationary cases im-
proved, etc." A good account of the article appeared in ab-
stract in The Journal July 1, 1905, p. 75. In reading the
original article I was struck with the absence of any refer-
ence to my previous communications on this subject. In a

communication appearing in The Journal,  .  .  ., 1901, I
urged the use of brewers yeast in large doses in cases of tu¬
berculosis, and in a paper, "Brewers Yeast in Therapeutics,"
published in American Medicine, October, 1902, I review the
entire subject of "Brewers Yeast" with reference to its thera-
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